
DOVER RFC Codes of Conduct for Mini & Youth 2017/18 

PLAYERS, COACHES, PARENTS & SPECTATORS 

 

Whether playing, training or watching a game of rugby the way you behave reflects on, You, The Team and 

Dover Rugby Football Club to everyone present. 

The following Codes of Conduct are designed to promote the elements of enjoyment, participation and 

satisfaction of the rugby experience. It reminds all those in attendance at training or matches there are 

certain standards of conduct and fair play that should be maintained by all members and guests. 

Any person(s) NOT abiding by this Code of Conduct will be asked to attend a disciplinary hearing by the 

Dover Rugby Football Club disciplinary committee to explain their actions. The Disciplinary Committee has 

the right to suspend and or/ban any individual from Dover Rugby Football Club. 

 

Everyone has a duty of care to those around them, please assist and support wherever you can. Every 

individual is important to the success of the team and the club as a whole. 

Be a Role Model… Let those around you want to aspire to be like you. Treat people as you wish to be 

treated.  

The Referee (volunteer) is the sole arbiter of the Laws of the game during a match. They are human and 

cannot spot every infringement and mistakes can happen, they do not need to be told by the touchline your 

interaction could lead to something else being missed. Any verbal abuse will not be tolerated and you will 

be asked to leave the ground. 

Social Media – Please follow the guidelines within this document. Only authorised Dover RFC personnel  

are allowed to set up / administrate any social media/ networking sites promoting Dover RFC. Non 

compliance will result in unauthorised sites being closed down.  

 

No Dogs are permitted within Dover Rugby Football Club. This is for the benefit and safety of 

players. You will be asked to leave. 

 

Spectator Behaviour. 

 You must not enter the field of play under any circumstances. 

 Refrain from using offensive, abusive or racially motivated language. 

 The children are playing for their enjoyment NOT yours, positive support for both sides. 

 

Parents. 

 See Above. 

 Be familiar with the coaching and training programme 

 Be familiar with the teaching and coaching methods used by observing the sessions your child 

participates. 

 Encourage your child to participate but, never force them. 

 Only use positive language towards your child and their team mates during training and matches. 

 Support the coaches at all times 

 Be involved in club activities we need your expertise. 

 Inform your coach of any illness/ injury concerns 

 Make sure your childs membership is up to date 

If you have any concerns or observations please talk to the Head Coach or Team Manager 



 

Coaches/ Managers. 

 See Above 

 Remember you are a role model to your team. 

 Set your season goals and targets for the team and individual players 

 Make sure you have First Aid Kit and Water Bottles 

 Plan your sessions 

 Set up your session before your players arrive  

 Check your area for any hazards 

 Sessions should be FUN make sure maximum player involvement. 

 Provide a session that caters for all abilities 

 Give all players fair game time on match days. 

 Seek assistance from other coaches if required 

 Keep a training diary 

 Keep a player register 

 Provide constructive verbal feedback to all players 

 Never expose players to extremes of heat or cold or an unacceptable risk. 

 Work towards the Long Term Development Plan for your Age group. 

 Support all Refereeing decisions during matches, Never challenge them 

 Do Not enter the field of play on match days unless asked to do so by the Referee. 

 

Players 

 Turn up to training/matches with suitable kit 

 Bring a bottle of water 

 Listen to your Coaches  

 Everyone at Dover Rugby Club is equal. 

 Play within the Laws of the game specific to your Age Group. 

 Communicate with your Coach/ Manager if you cannot attend training or a match. 

 Help your team mates if they need it 

 Dover Rugby Club does Not tolerate Bullying 

 Respect the Referee decisions he will NEVER change his mind. 

 Never verbally abuse a Referee your coach/manager will remove you from the game 

 Enjoy yourselves and those around you will do the same. 

 Talk to your coach if you have any questions they are there to help. 

 

If you have any concerns or questions please contact your team coach/manager or; 

Mark Finnis – Director of Rugby finnismark@gmail.com or 07926262785 

Paddy McAdam – YOUTH CHAIRMAN  hmcadm@aol.com or 07771593619 

Charlie Denning – MINI CHAIRMAN  no9cvd@hotmail.co.uk  or 07974707420 

Julie Willis – Safeguarding Officer    julie.willis2@nhs.net 
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Social Media Guidelines 

 
A small number of people (such as committee members) are authorised to speak on behalf of Dover Rugby Club 

however most of us will speak not on behalf of; but about Dover Rugby Club – using social media. As members; 

parents and players we are all part of the conversation. Social media is of great benefit to us as individuals and 

to Dover Rugby Club – we’re all using social media such as Facebook and Twitter to keep in touch and find out 

what’s going on. There are a few things to keep in mind to ensure that we always apply common sense in our 

use of social media: 

 

Codes of conduct. 

Dover RFC Codes of Conduct require that we all treat each other with respect and not engage in actions which 

would bring the club into disrepute – this includes how we conduct ourselves on and off the field, including social 

media and networking. Have fun, share the spirit of Dover Sharks but be respectful online just as you would be 

in person. 

 

Everything on the internet is public 

Always assume that all your social media communication is visible to everyone everywhere – comments and 

posts are permanent and often public even with privacy settings in place. Think carefully about the content you 

post online. Be careful not to reveal sensitive or confidential information on Dover Rugby Club social media 

platforms. 

 
Be responsible 

You are responsible for what you add to a Dover Rugby Club social platform – make sure your posts are 

accurate, not misleading or damaging. When in doubt, don’t post! 

 

Respect copyright 

Don’t post content created by someone else (videos/ documents/ links) without checking that you have given 

credit to them – where possible include links to the original source. Be mindful of the copyright and intellectual 

property rights of Dover Rugby Club. 

 

Children online 

The RFU safeguarding toolkit states that the RFU “positively encourages parents and spectators to take 

photographs of participants to celebrate the ethos and spirit of the sport.” At Dover RFC we want to encourage 

the sharing of photographs; match reports and information using common sense when it comes to our younger 

players. Dover Rugby Club commitment to safeguarding our children includes online safety. Personal 

information which can lead to child being identified (schools/ full names/ addresses/ emails) should never be 

used. Dover RFC parents have given their consent for photos to be shared and photographs should always be 

of the activity and the team; not of one individual.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact our: 

 

  Social Media Manager – DAVE ALLEN – david@elmsvale.co.uk 

 

Read more Social Media Guidance from England Rugby 
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Photographic Images 

 
The RFU positively encourages parents and spectators to take photographs of participants involved in 
rugby union to celebrate the ethos and spirit of the sport.   
However, there may be circumstances where taking a photograph of a child might not be acceptable. Any 
photograph (digital or printed) which is produced and released into the public domain may be misused by 
anyone as once this has been done, control has been lost. In this day and age when it is so easy to upload 
or email a photograph within seconds of it being taken, it is worth taking a moment to consider the issue of 
control.  
 
Club Photographic Policy 
 

 Common sense should be used when clubs write their photographic policy as it is not the intention of the 
RFU to prevent photographs being taken for legitimate purposes. Care should be taken when placing 
photographic images  on club websites and promotional material. 
 
The key points are: 
 
• Personal information which can lead to a child being identified should never be used. If it is necessary to 
name a child ensure you have written parental consent and have informed the parents as to how the image 
will be used. This is particularly important when issuing press releases and match reports. 
   
• Photographs should be of the activity or team, not of one individual. • Clubs should ensure they obtain 
parental consent for photographs to be taken whilst a child is either at the club or away fixtures. This can be 
done easily at the beginning of the season when obtaining contact information and membership details. 
 
• Children must be appropriately dressed when being photographed. It is never acceptable to capture any 
images in changing rooms, showers or at any time when players are dressing. Images should be neither 
sexual, of an exploitative nature nor open to misinterpretation or misuse. 
 
• Parents should be made aware if a film is being taken to be used as a coaching aid. Clubs and CBs 
should ensure that any footage will be carefully monitored and stored securely. 
 
• It is not an offence to take photographs in a public place. On privately owned or leased land it is the owner 
who may regulate whether or not photographs may be taken. Clubs must have their own photographic 
policy appropriate for their own specific needs and circumstances. 
 
• When clubs meet for fixtures/festivals it is recommended that confirmation is obtained from each club that 
parental permission has been given for all the children participating. If there is a child who is the subject of 
a court order who should therefore not have their photograph taken, this should be addressed before the 
event. 
 
• Parents should be aware that they may be asked to register their intention to take photographs. 
 
Commissioning Professional Photographers & the Local Media  

 
If the club commissions professional photographers or invites the press to cover an activity, ensure 
everyone is clear about each other’s expectations. The key is to plan ahead and communicate early on. 
Clubs and CBs should: 
 
• Ensure that the photographer has been appropriately vetted prior to the event. 
 
• Provide a clear brief about what is considered appropriate in terms of content and behaviour. 
 
• Inform them of the club’s commitment to safeguarding children. Establish who will hold the recorded 
images and what they intend to do with them. 
 



• Issue the professional photographer with identification, which must be worn at all times.  

 


